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Many readers drawn into the heroic tales of J. R. R. Tolkien's imaginary world of Middle-earth have given
little conscious thought to the importance of the land itself in his stories or to the vital roles played by the
flora and fauna of that land. As a result, The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, and The Silmarillion are rarely
considered to be works of environmental literature or mentioned together with such authors as John Muir,
Rachel Carson, or Aldo Leopold. Tolkien's works do not express an activist agenda; instead, his
environmentalism is expressed in the form of literary fiction. Nonetheless, Tolkien's vision of nature is as
passionate and has had as profound an influence on his readers as that of many contemporary environmental
writers. The burgeoning field of agrarianism provides new insights into Tolkien's view of the natural world
and environmental responsibility. In Ents, Elves, and Eriador, Matthew Dickerson and Jonathan Evans show
how Tolkien anticipated some of the tenets of modern environmentalism in the imagined world of Middle-
earth and the races with which it is peopled. The philosophical foundations that define Tolkien's
environmentalism, as well as the practical outworking of these philosophies, are found throughout his work.
Agrarianism is evident in the pastoral lifestyle and sustainable agriculture of the Hobbits, as they
harmoniously cultivate the land for food and goods. The Elves practice aesthetic, sustainable horticulture as
they shape their forest environs into an elaborate garden. To complete Tolkien's vision, the Ents of Fangorn
Forest represent what Dickerson and Evans label feraculture, which seeks to preserve wilderness in its
natural form. Unlike the Entwives, who are described as cultivating food in tame gardens, the Ents risk
eventual extinction for their beliefs. These ecological philosophies reflect an aspect of Christian stewardship
rooted in Tolkien's Catholic faith. Dickerson and Evans define it as "stewardship of the kind modeled by
Gandalf," a stewardship that nurtures the land rather than exploiting its life-sustaining capacities to the point
of exhaustion. Gandalfian stewardship is at odds with the forces of greed exemplified by Sauron and
Saruman, who, with their lust for power, ruin the land they inhabit, serving as a dire warning of what comes
to pass when stewardly care is corrupted or ignored. Dickerson and Evans examine Tolkien's major works as
well as his lesser-known stories and essays, comparing his writing to that of the most important naturalists of
the past century. A vital contribution to environmental literature and an essential addition to Tolkien
scholarship, Ents, Elves, and Eriador offers both Tolkien fans and environmentalists an understanding of
Middle-earth that has profound implications for environmental stewardship in the present and the future of
our own world.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Clark:

The book Ents, Elves, and Eriador: The Environmental Vision of J.R.R. Tolkien (Clark Lectures) make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying
a book Ents, Elves, and Eriador: The Environmental Vision of J.R.R. Tolkien (Clark Lectures) being your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Ents,
Elves, and Eriador: The Environmental Vision of J.R.R. Tolkien (Clark Lectures). Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Rodolfo Odum:

Here thing why this specific Ents, Elves, and Eriador: The Environmental Vision of J.R.R. Tolkien (Clark
Lectures) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Ents, Elves, and
Eriador: The Environmental Vision of J.R.R. Tolkien (Clark Lectures) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Ents, Elves, and
Eriador: The Environmental Vision of J.R.R. Tolkien (Clark Lectures). It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Ents, Elves, and Eriador: The
Environmental Vision of J.R.R. Tolkien (Clark Lectures) in e-book can be your alternative.

Silvia Smedley:

The actual book Ents, Elves, and Eriador: The Environmental Vision of J.R.R. Tolkien (Clark Lectures) will
bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Ents, Elves, and
Eriador: The Environmental Vision of J.R.R. Tolkien (Clark Lectures) is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Albert Shepherd:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Ents, Elves, and Eriador: The Environmental
Vision of J.R.R. Tolkien (Clark Lectures) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Ents, Elves, and Eriador: The Environmental Vision of J.R.R. Tolkien (Clark Lectures) has many kinds
or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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