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In this illuminating and evocative exploration of the origin and function of storytelling, the author goes
beyond the work of mythologist Joseph Campbell, arguing that mythmaking evolved as a cultural survival
strategy for coping with the constant fear of being killed and eaten by predators. Beginning nearly two
million years ago in the Pleistocene era, the first stories, Trout argues, functioned as alarm calls, warning
fellow group members about the carnivores lurking in the surroundings. At the earliest period, before the
development of language, these rudimentary "stories" would have been acted out. When language appeared
with the evolution of the ancestral human brain, stories were recited, memorized, and much later written
down as the often bone-chilling myths that have survived to this day.

This book takes the reader through the landscape of world mythology to show how our more recent ancestors
created myths that portrayed animal predators in four basic ways: as monsters, as gods, as benefactors, and
as role models. Each incarnation is a variation of the fear-management technique that enabled early humans
not only to survive but to overcome their potentially incapacitating fear of predators. In the final chapter,
Trout explores the ways in which our visceral fear of predators is played out in the movies, where both
animal and human predators serve to probe and revitalize our capacity to detect and survive danger.

Anyone with an interest in mythology, archaeology, folk tales, and the origins of contemporary storytelling
will find this book an exciting and provocative exploration into the natural and psychological forces that
shaped human culture and gave rise to storytelling and mythmaking.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic
Imagination. Try to stumble through book Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic Imagination as
your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Peggy Mitchum:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should
answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Deadly Powers: Animal
Predators and the Mythic Imagination to read.

Russell Wade:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic Imagination why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Benita Newton:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic
Imagination can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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