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In 1844, on the heels of the final wave of the forced removal of thousands of Indians from the southern
United States to what is now Oklahoma, the Southern Methodist Church created a separate organization
known as the Indian Mission Conference to oversee its missionary efforts among the Native communities of
Indian Territory. Initially, the Church conducted missions as part of the era’s push toward assimilation. But
what the primarily white missionaries quickly encountered was a population who exerted more autonomy
than they expected and who used Christianity to protect their culture, both of which frustrated those eager to
bring Indian Territory into what they felt was mainstream American society.

In Capture These Indians for the Lord, Tash Smith traces the trajectory of the Southern Methodist Church in
Oklahoma when it was at the frontlines of the relentless push toward western expansion. Although many
Native people accepted the missionaries’ religious practices, Smith shows how individuals found ways to
reconcile the Methodist force with their traditional cultural practices. When the white population of Indian
Territory increased and Native sovereignty came under siege during the allotment era of the 1890s, white
communities marginalized Indians within the Church and exploited elements of mission work for their own
benefit.

Later, with white indifference toward Indian missions peaking in the early twentieth century, Smith explains
that as the remnants of the Methodist power weakened, Indian membership regained control and used the
Church to regenerate their culture. Throughout, Smith explores the complex relationships between white and
Indian community members and how these phenomena shaped Methodist churches in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Rutledge:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the information or
even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading through
a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Capture These
Indians for the Lord: Indians, Methodists, and Oklahomans, 1844-1939, you may tells your family, friends
and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Denise Church:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Capture These Indians for the Lord:
Indians, Methodists, and Oklahomans, 1844-1939 e-book written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still hesitation Capture These Indians for the Lord: Indians, Methodists, and Oklahomans, 1844-1939 as
good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't
determine book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Martin Hobson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Capture These Indians for the Lord: Indians,
Methodists, and Oklahomans, 1844-1939 can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one
book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Capture
These Indians for the Lord: Indians, Methodists, and Oklahomans, 1844-1939.

Scott Tucker:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Capture These Indians for the Lord: Indians,
Methodists, and Oklahomans, 1844-1939 was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Capture These Indians for the Lord: Indians, Methodists, and Oklahomans, 1844-1939 has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading



that will.
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