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Junius Wilson (1908-2001) spent seventy-six years at a state mental hospital in Goldsboro, North Carolina,
including six in the criminal ward. He had never been declared insane by a medical professional or found
guilty of any criminal charge. But he was deaf and black in the Jim Crow South. Unspeakable is the story of
his life.

Using legal records, institutional files, and extensive oral history interviews--some conducted in sign
language--Susan Burch and Hannah Joyner piece together the story of a deaf man accused in 1925 of
attempted rape, found insane at a lunacy hearing, committed to the criminal ward of the State Hospital for
the Colored Insane, castrated, forced to labor for the institution, and held at the hospital for more than seven
decades. Junius Wilson's life was shaped by some of the major developments of twentieth-century America:
Jim Crow segregation, the civil rights movement, deinstitutionalization, the rise of professional social work,
and the emergence of the deaf and disability rights movements. In addition to offering a bottom-up history of
life in a segregated mental institution, Burch and Joyner's work also enriches the traditional interpretation of
Jim Crow by highlighting the complicated intersections of race and disability as well as of community and
language.

This moving study expands the boundaries of what biography can and should be. There is much to learn and
remember about Junius Wilson--and the countless others who have lived unspeakable histories.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hendricks:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Unspeakable:
The Story of Junius Wilson? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Ricky Hayes:

The feeling that you get from Unspeakable: The Story of Junius Wilson could be the more deep you looking
the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but Unspeakable: The Story of Junius Wilson giving you joy feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Unspeakable: The Story of Junius Wilson
instantly.

Christopher Kennedy:

The book with title Unspeakable: The Story of Junius Wilson contains a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Todd James:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Unspeakable: The Story of Junius Wilson this publication consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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