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In The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov, acclaimed journalist and author Peter Pringle recreates the extraordinary
life and tragic end of one of the great scientists of the twentieth century.

In a drama of love, revolution, and war that rivals Pasternak's Dr. Zhivago, Pringle tells the story of a young
Russian scientist, Nikolai Vavilov, who had a dream of ending hunger and famine in the world. Vavilov's
plan would use the emerging science of genetics to breed super plants that could grow anywhere, in any
climate, in sandy deserts and freezing tundra, in drought and flood. He would launch botanical expeditions to
find these vanishing genes, overlooked by early farmers ignorant of Mendel's laws of heredity. He called it a
"mission for all humanity."

To the leaders of the young Soviet state, Vavilov's dream fitted perfectly into their larger scheme for a
socialist utopia. Lenin supported the adventurous Vavilov, a handsome and seductive young professor, as he
became an Indiana Jones, hunting lost botanical treasures on five continents. In a former tsarist palace in
what is now St. Petersburg, Vavilov built the world's first seed bank, a quarter of a million specimens, a
magnificent living museum of plant diversity that was the envy of scientists everywhere and remains so
today.

But when Lenin died in 1924 and Stalin took over, Vavilov's dream turned into a nightmare. This son of
science was from a bourgeois background, the class of society most despised and distrusted by the
Bolsheviks. The new cadres of comrade scientists taunted and insulted him, and Stalin's dreaded secret
police built up false charges of sabotage and espionage.

Stalin's collectivization of farmland caused chaos in Soviet food production, and millions died in widespread
famine. Vavilov's master plan for improving Soviet crops was designed to work over decades, not a few
years, and he could not meet Stalin's impossible demands for immediate results.

In Stalin's Terror of the 1930s, Russian geneticists were systematically repressed in favor of the peasant
horticulturalist Trofim Lysenko, with his fraudulent claims and speculative theories. Vavilov was the most
famous victim of this purge, which set back Russian biology by a generation and caused the country untold
harm. He was sentenced to death, but unlike Galileo, he refused to recant his beliefs and, in the most cruel
twist, this humanitarian pioneer scientist was starved to death in the gulag.

Pringle uses newly opened Soviet archives, including Vavilov's secret police file, official correspondence,
vivid expedition reports, previously unpublished family letters and diaries, and the reminiscences of
eyewitnesses to bring us this intensely human story of a brilliant life cut short by anti-science demagogues,
ideology, censorship, and political expedience.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Boyd:

This book untitled The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great
Scientists of the Twentieth Century to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book
retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this guide from your list.

Daniel Cadena:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the guide untitled The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One
of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to
you.

Rick Fountain:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of
the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring
this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Carl Harber:

The book untitled The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great
Scientists of the Twentieth Century contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy
to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official



web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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