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 “Not long ago, people did not worry about the food they ate. They did not worry about the water they drank
or the air they breathed. It never occurred to them that eating, drinking water, satisfying basic, mundane
bodily needs might be a dangerous thing to do. Parents thought it was good for their kids to go outside, get
some sun.

            “That’s all changed now.” —from the Introduction

 

Many Americans today rightly fear that they are constantly exposed to dangerous toxins in their immediate
environment: tap water is contaminated with chemicals; foods contain pesticide residues, hormones, and
antibiotics; even the air we breathe, outside and indoors, carries invisible poisons. Yet we have responded
not by pushing for governmental regulation, but instead by shopping. What accounts for this swift and
dramatic response?  And what are its unintended consequences?

 

Andrew Szasz examines this phenomenon in Shopping Our Way to Safety. Within a couple of decades, he
reveals, bottled water and water filters, organic food, “green” household cleaners and personal hygiene
products, and “natural” bedding and clothing have gone from being marginal, niche commodities to
becoming mass consumer items. Szasz sees these fatalistic, individual responses to collective environmental
threats as an inverted form of quarantine, aiming to shut the healthy individual in and the threatening world
out.

 

Sharply critiquing these products’ effectiveness as well as the unforeseen political consequences of relying
on them to keep us safe from harm, Szasz argues that when consumers believe that they are indeed buying a
defense from environmental hazards, they feel less urgency to actually do something to fix them.  To achieve
real protection, real security, he concludes, we must give up the illusion of individual solutions and together
seek substantive reform.

 

Andrew Szasz is professor and chair of the department of sociology at the University of California at Santa
Cruz and author of the award-winning EcoPopulism (Minnesota, 1994).
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Cox:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Shopping Our Way to
Safety: How We Changed from Protecting the Environment to Protecting Ourselves will make you to always
be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that
open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have
you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Lisa Walker:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Shopping Our Way to Safety: How We
Changed from Protecting the Environment to Protecting Ourselves to read.

Ruby Martinez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Shopping Our Way to Safety:
How We Changed from Protecting the Environment to Protecting Ourselves book as basic and daily reading
e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Genia Vanderford:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Shopping Our Way to Safety: How We
Changed from Protecting the Environment to Protecting Ourselves can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?



Download and Read Online Shopping Our Way to Safety: How We
Changed from Protecting the Environment to Protecting Ourselves
Andrew Szasz #GPIEDYUF6C3



Read Shopping Our Way to Safety: How We Changed from
Protecting the Environment to Protecting Ourselves by Andrew
Szasz for online ebook

Shopping Our Way to Safety: How We Changed from Protecting the Environment to Protecting Ourselves
by Andrew Szasz Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good
books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Shopping Our Way to Safety: How We
Changed from Protecting the Environment to Protecting Ourselves by Andrew Szasz books to read online.

Online Shopping Our Way to Safety: How We Changed from Protecting the
Environment to Protecting Ourselves by Andrew Szasz ebook PDF download

Shopping Our Way to Safety: How We Changed from Protecting the Environment to Protecting
Ourselves by Andrew Szasz Doc

Shopping Our Way to Safety: How We Changed from Protecting the Environment to Protecting Ourselves by Andrew
Szasz Mobipocket

Shopping Our Way to Safety: How We Changed from Protecting the Environment to Protecting Ourselves by Andrew
Szasz EPub


