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One of the least publicly recognized heroes of the civil rights movement in the United States, John Minor
Wisdom served as a member of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit from 1957 until his death in
1999 and wrote many of the landmark decisions instrumental in desegregating the American South. In this
revealing biography, law professor Joel William Friedman explores Judge Wisdom's substantial legal
contributions and political work at a critical time in the history of the South.

In 1957, President Eisenhower appointed Wisdom to the Fifth Circuit, which included some of the most
deeply segregated southern states: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas. In the
tumultuous two decades following its decision in Brown v. Board of Education, the Supreme Court issued
only a few civil rights decisions, preferring instead to affirm Fifth Circuit Court opinions or let them stand
without hearing an appeal. Judge Wisdom, therefore, authored many of the decisions that transformed the
South and broke down barriers of all kinds for African Americans, including the desegregation of public
schools.

In preparing this first full-length biography of Judge Wisdom, Friedman had unrestricted access to Wisdom's
voluminous repository of personal and professional papers. In addition, he draws on personal interviews with
law clerks who served under Judge Wisdom, resulting in a unique, behind-the-scenes account of some of the
nation's most important legal decisions: the admission of the first black student to the University of
Mississippi, the initiation of contempt proceedings against Mississippi Governor Ross Barnett, and the
destruction of obstacles that had previously kept black Americans from voting. Friedman also explores
Wisdom's political life prior to joining the federal bench, including his pivotal role in resurrecting the
Louisiana Republican Party and in securing the Republican presidential nomination for Eisenhower.

A compelling account of how a child of privilege from one of America's most socially and racially stratified
cities came to serve as the driving force behind the legal effort to end segregation, Champion of Civil Rights
offers judicial biography at its best.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Mullinax:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Champion of Civil Rights: Judge John
Minor Wisdom (Southern Biography Series) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Catherine Hershey:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Champion of Civil Rights: Judge John Minor Wisdom
(Southern Biography Series) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Wilma Richards:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Champion of Civil Rights:
Judge John Minor Wisdom (Southern Biography Series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Philip Newman:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Champion of Civil Rights: Judge John Minor Wisdom (Southern Biography Series) when you desired it?
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