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What’s Whole in Whole Language in the 21st Century? includes a new introduction by Ken Goodman,
commentary by Michael Rosen, and excerpts from a series of never published interviews conducted in 1992-
1993 by Denny Taylor of renowned reading scholars who knew Ken and Yetta Goodman, and who spoke
freely about their lives together as well as their research and teaching. The insights of these scholars, who
include Frank Smith and Jeanne Chall, are profound. They shift the political discourse of reading research
and teaching young children to read. Ousting the propaganda, they shed light on what really happened to
progressive educators and whole language teachers at the end of the 20th century. The original version of
Goodman’s best-selling book sold two hundred and fifty thousand copies, became a worldwide phenomenon,
and was translated into French, Spanish, Portuguese, Japanese and Chinese. It became the handbook for the
revolution for equality and justice for all children that occurred in classrooms around the world. Teachers
were inspired to put aside commercial materials that were based on very limited understandings of reading
and writing, and instead placed children and their very natural curiosity about language and learning at the
center of classroom activity. In the 1990’s, the agenda for public education shifted away from
developmentally appropriate teaching and learning and prominently featured the goals of curriculum
standardization, test-based accountability, and a reward-and-punish policy toward school performance.
Although conservative ideology and the thirst for profit were factors at play, the real motive was to ensure
that U.S. corporations would remain competitive in the 21st century global market. They would achieve this
by turning schools into “workforce development systems” that would produce future workers with very
narrowly defined literacy proficiencies and a predilection for passivity and compliance. This is the
experience of most public school children today, whose lives and academic development are so negatively
impacted by the Common Core. There has never been a more critical time for teachers to read What’s Whole
in Whole Language in the 21st Century? It is as prescient today as it was when Goodman first wrote it.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Davis:

With other case, little people like to read book What's Whole in Whole Language in the 21st Century?. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a
book What's Whole in Whole Language in the 21st Century?. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use
it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Elsie Fiala:

The feeling that you get from What's Whole in Whole Language in the 21st Century? is the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but What's Whole in Whole Language in the 21st Century? giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that What's Whole in
Whole Language in the 21st Century? instantly.

Donald Labelle:

This What's Whole in Whole Language in the 21st Century? tend to be reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this What's Whole in Whole Language in the 21st
Century? can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this What's Whole in Whole Language in the 21st Century? forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Donald Oakes:

This What's Whole in Whole Language in the 21st Century? is brand new way for you who has interest to
look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this What's Whole in Whole
Language in the 21st Century? can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's
why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even



dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
style for your better life and also knowledge.
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