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Assuming no prior knowledge, Understanding Syntax illustrates the major concepts, categories and
terminology associated with the study of cross-linguistic syntax. A theory-neutral and descriptive viewpoint
is taken throughout. Starting with an overview of what syntax is, the book moves on to an explanation of
word classes (such as noun, verb, adjective) and then to a discussion of sentence structure in the world’s
languages. Grammatical constructions and relationships between words in a clause are explained and
thoroughly illustrated, including grammatical relations such as subject and object; function-changing
processes such as the passive and antipassive; case and agreement processes, including both ergative and
accusative alignments; verb serialization; head-marking and dependent-marking grammars; configurational
and non-configurational languages; questions and relative clauses. The final chapter explains and illustrates
the principles involved in writing a brief syntactic sketch of a language, enabling the reader to construct a
grammatical sketch of a language known to them. Data from approximately 100 languages appears in the
text, with languages representing widely differing geographical areas and distinct language families. The
book will be essential for courses in cross-linguistic syntax, language typology, and linguistic fieldwork, as
well as for basic syntactic description.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Qualls:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this kind of Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) to
read.

Theresa Piercy:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Understanding Syntax
(Understanding Language) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jeffery Chavis:

Beside this particular Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) in your phone, it might give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read
it from today!

Gerald Wright:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Understanding Syntax (Understanding
Language) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and
learn it. Beside that the e-book Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) can to be your brand-new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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