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Pesticides, a short-term aid for farmers, can often be harmful, undermining the long-term health of
agriculture, ecosystems, and people. The United States and other industrialized countries import food from
Costa Rica and other regions. To safeguard the public health, importers now regulate the level and types of
pesticides used in the exporters’ food production, which creates “regulatory risk” for the export farmers.
Although farmers respond to export regulations by trying to avoid illegal pesticide residues, the food
produced for their domestic market lacks similar regulation, creating a double standard of pesticide use.

Food Systems in an Unequal World examines the agrochemical-dependent agriculture of Costa Rica and how
its uneven regulation in export versus domestic markets affects Costa Rican vegetable farmers. Examining
pesticide-dependent vegetable production within two food systems, the author shows that pesticide use is
shaped by three main forces: agrarian capitalism, the governance of food systems throughout the commodity
chain, and ecological dynamics driving local food production. Those processes produce unequal outcomes
that disadvantage less powerful producers who have more limited choices than larger farmers, who usually
have access to better growing environments and thereby can reduce pesticide use and production costs.

 

Despite the rise of alternative food networks, Galt says, persistent problems remain in the conventional food
system, including widespread and intensive pesticide use. Facing domestic price squeezes, vegetable farmers
in Costa Rica are more likely to supply the national market with produce containing residues of highly toxic
pesticides, while using less toxic pesticides on exported vegetables. In seeking solutions, Galt argues for
improved governance and research into alternative pest control but emphasizes the process must be rooted in
farmers’ economic well-being.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Duda:

Exactly why? Because this Food Systems in an Unequal World: Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian
Capitalism in Costa Rica (Society, Environment, and Place) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Eva Oleary:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Food Systems in an Unequal World: Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica
(Society, Environment, and Place) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those
short spare time problems.

Charles Barton:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Food Systems in an Unequal World: Pesticides,
Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica (Society, Environment, and Place) can be the reply, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Ryan Dewitt:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but in addition novel and Food Systems in an Unequal World: Pesticides,
Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica (Society, Environment, and Place) or maybe others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Food Systems in an
Unequal World: Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica (Society, Environment, and
Place) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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