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Western civilization has always driven toward mastering the world through reason, will, craft, and scientific
objectivity. Yet beneath this current swirls a riptide that suggests we can know more of the world through
non-rational means - through spontaneity, intuition, and creativity. In A Taste For Chaos, literary scholar
Randy Fertel explores this undercurrent of spontaneity in literature and identifies a new metagenre called
improvisations - texts that claim to have been written without effort or craft, like an idea that hits you in the
shower. Whether the authors claim to have written them in a dream, instinctively, off the top of their head, or
when drunk, they have done so, so they claim, without effort, and their work is the more valuable because of
it. While self-styled spontaneous texts claim to be unlike anything we have ever seen before, they actually
abound across genres and time, from the epic sung poetry of classical Greece to 21st century novels. A Taste
for Chaos, presents a methodology for talking about spontaneity, and then applies that methodology to
landmark texts. Fertel explores the complex nature of the spontaneous gesture; identifies the stylistic
conventions, themes, and rhetorical features of improvisations; and explores the archetype of spontaneity
throughout history from philosophy and psychology to chaos science, jazz, conceptual art, post-modernism,
and finally Hermes - the god of crossing boundaries, of improvisation, who graces the book's cover. Fertel
then provides a fresh approach to major texts of the Western tradition by analyzing them through the lens of
improvisation: Milton's Paradise Lost, Sterne's Tristram Shandy, Wordsworth's Tintern Abbey, Tennyson's
Idylls of the King, Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn, Jung's Red Book, Joyce's Ulysses, Mann's Dr. Faustus,
and finally, McEwan's Saturday. Woven throughout these improvisations, demonstrates Fertel, is the lesson
that we can ultimately know more of the world by accepting the limits of reason, and opening up rationality
to more of life.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Farrell:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this A Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary
Improvisation book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Robert Brown:

This book untitled A Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary Improvisation to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Corey Barksdale:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. A Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary Improvisation can be your answer given it can be read by a
person who have those short extra time problems.

Dennis Mock:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book A Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary Improvisation
was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary
Improvisation has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading that.
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