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Historical assessments of Hrotsvit of Gandersheim are liberally adorned with the word "first." After all, she
was the first major medieval woman author, the first German woman writer in print, the first post-classical
playwright, as well as the first German to write a literary work on the Faust-theme, and she is sometimes said
to have been the first woman historian.

These are landmarks to be sure. Yet Hrotsvit's place in cultural history is even more significant than such an
impressive number of firsts might indicate, for she has reemerged to become a living part of European
literature, a singular phenomenon for a tenth-century author. She is not only the earliest writer, of either
gender, to have a secure place in the German literary canon, but also the only author from her period whose
literary works continue to inspire generation after generation of fascinated readers from disparate cultures.
Although her writings did not circulate widely in the Middle Ages, they became a sensation from the
moment they were discovered in 1493. Her plays and poetic narratives began to attract widespread attention
in the twentieth century and are now prominent fixtures in the American college curriculum. Her very name,
which she confidently and aptly translated as "the powerful sound from Gandersheim" ("clamor validus
Gandeshemensis"), portended her literary success.

Disappointingly few aspects of Hrotsvit's life are known. Apart from comments scattered among the
introductions to her poetry, there are no reliable documentary sources for reconstructing her biography.
Occasionally, this has provided license for odd, sometimes sexist and even misogynist, suggestions,
especially in older scholarship, about her life experiences. Most famously, a nineteenth-century scholar
argued that Hrotsvit never actually existed but was a literary hoax perpetrated by Conrad Celtis, Johannes
Reuchlin, and other early humanists. Although this dubious charge was taken seriously for many decades, it
has been definitively (and repeatedly) debunked. In fact, intensive scholarship over the last two centuries has
pieced together a secure, albeit sparse, account of the likely circumstance of her life. Her floruit dates--ca.
935 until ca. 973--have excellent evidence. She identifies herself as a canoness of Abbey of Gandersheim
(Saxony, Germany) during the rule of Abbess Gerberga II (940-1001; abbess as of 959), a niece of Emperor
Otto I. Hrotsvit also helpfully observes that her abbess is younger than she, thus allowing scholars to place
her birth approximately in 935. Several of her works mention well-documented historical events, such as the
papal coronation of Emperor Otto I in 962 and the coronation of Otto II, as co-emperor, in 967. Her final
work, a brief epic on the history of Abbey of Gandersheim, was completed while Otto I was still alive,
thereby indicating that her literary activity, at least as far as the surviving works are concerned, ended before
his death in 973.
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Brooks:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Works of Hrotsvit of Gandersheim
(Women in Print) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Donna Lacher:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The
Works of Hrotsvit of Gandersheim (Women in Print) suitable to you? The actual book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Works of Hrotsvit of Gandersheim (Women in
Print)is the main of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people
in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Charles Adams:

This The Works of Hrotsvit of Gandersheim (Women in Print) is great book for you because the content that
is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The
Works of Hrotsvit of Gandersheim (Women in Print) in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in
it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right
but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt that?

Jeffrey Martinez:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Works of Hrotsvit of Gandersheim
(Women in Print) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Works
of Hrotsvit of Gandersheim (Women in Print) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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