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The Idea of a Writing Laboratory is a book about possibilities, about teaching and learning to write in ways
that can transform both teachers and students.

            Author Neal Lerner explores higher education’s rich history of writing instruction in classrooms,
writing centers and science laboratories. By tracing the roots of writing and science educators’ recognition
that the method of the lab––hands-on student activity—is essential to learning, Lerner offers the hope that
the idea of a writing laboratory will be fully realized more than a century after both fields began the
experiment.    

            Beginning in the late nineteenth century, writing instructors and science teachers recognized that
mass instruction was inadequate for a burgeoning, “non-traditional” student population, and that
experimental or laboratory methods could prove to be more effective. Lerner traces the history of writing
instruction via laboratory methods and examines its successes and failures through case studies of individual
programs and larger reform initatives. Contrasting the University of Minnesota General College Writing
Laboratory with the Dartmouth College Writing Clinic, for example, Lerner offers a cautionary tale of the
fine line between experimenting with teaching students to write and “curing” the students of the disease of
bad writing. 

            The history of writing within science education also wends its way through Lerner’s engaging work,
presenting the pedagogical origins of laboratory methods to offer educators in science in addition to those in
writing studies possibilities for long-sought after reform. The Idea of a Writing Laboratory compels readers
and writers to “don those white coats and safety glasses and discover what works” and asserts that “teaching
writing as an experiment in what is possible, as a way of offering meaning-making opportunities for students
no matter the subject matter, is an endeavor worth the struggle.”
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Nelson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The Idea of a Writing
Laboratory will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book
with you?

Bruce England:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Idea of a Writing Laboratory was making
you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages
for you. The book The Idea of a Writing Laboratory is not only giving you much more new information but
also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try
to make relationship with the book The Idea of a Writing Laboratory. You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Cora Gallien:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Idea of a
Writing Laboratory suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled The Idea of a Writing Laboratoryis the main one of several books that will everyone
read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all
of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Christopher Patterson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Idea of a Writing Laboratory or maybe
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Idea of a Writing Laboratory to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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