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In Erotic Exchanges, Nina Kushner reveals the complex world of elite prostitution in eighteenth-century
Paris by focusing on the professional mistresses who dominated it. In this demimonde, these dames
entretenues exchanged sex, company, and sometimes even love for being “kept.” Most of these women
entered the profession unwillingly, either because they were desperate and could find no other means of
support or because they were sold by family members to brothels or to particular men. A small but
significant percentage of kept women, however, came from a theater subculture that actively supported elite
prostitution. Kushner shows that in its business conventions, its moral codes, and even its sexual practices,
the demimonde was an integral part of contemporary Parisian culture.

Kushner’s primary sources include thousands of folio pages of dossiers and other documents generated by
the Paris police as they tracked the lives and careers of professional mistresses, reporting in meticulous, often
lascivious, detail what these women and their clients did. Rather than reduce the history of sex work to the
history of its regulation, Kushner interprets these materials in a way that unlocks these women’s own
experiences. Kushner analyzes prostitution as a form of work, examines the contracts that governed
relationships among patrons, mistresses, and madams, and explores the roles played by money, gifts, and, on
occasion, love in making and breaking the bonds between women and men. This vivid and engaging book
explores elite prostitution not only as a form of labor and as a kind of business but also as a chapter in the
history of emotions, marriage, and the family.
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From reader reviews:

Marlon Duenas:

The publication with title Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris has
a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Angela Hurd:

The book Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris has a lot info on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after reading this book.

Todd Goff:

This Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris is great reserve for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we
can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Steven Miller:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Erotic
Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris which is finding the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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