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When Curaçao came under Dutch control in 1634, the small island off South America’s northern coast was
isolated and sleepy. The introduction of increased trade (both legal and illegal) led to a dramatic
transformation, and Curaçao emerged as a major hub within Caribbean and wider Atlantic networks. It
would also become the commercial and administrative seat of the Dutch West India Company in the
Americas.

The island’s main city, Willemstad, had a non-Dutch majority composed largely of free blacks, urban slaves,
and Sephardic Jews, who communicated across ethnic divisions in a new creole language called Papiamentu.
For Linda M. Rupert, the emergence of this creole language was one of the two defining phenomena that
gave shape to early modern Curaçao. The other was smuggling. Both developments, she argues, were
informal adaptations to life in a place that was at once polyglot and regimented. They were the sort of
improvisations that occurred wherever expanding European empires thrust different peoples together.

Creolization and Contraband uses the history of Curaçao to develop the first book-length analysis of the
relationship between illicit interimperial trade and processes of social, cultural, and linguistic exchange in the
early modern world. Rupert argues that by breaking through multiple barriers, smuggling opened particularly
rich opportunities for cross-cultural and interethnic interaction. Far from marginal, these extra-official
exchanges were the very building blocks of colonial society.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Mejia:

Creolization and Contraband: Curaçao in the Early Modern Atlantic World (Early American Places Ser.) can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Creolization and Contraband: Curaçao in the Early Modern Atlantic World (Early
American Places Ser.) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Christopher Pruett:

This Creolization and Contraband: Curaçao in the Early Modern Atlantic World (Early American Places
Ser.) is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger
of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this Creolization and Contraband: Curaçao in the Early Modern Atlantic
World (Early American Places Ser.) can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life as well as knowledge.

Carolyn Charles:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Creolization and Contraband:
Curaçao in the Early Modern Atlantic World (Early American Places Ser.) or even others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Creolization and Contraband: Curaçao
in the Early Modern Atlantic World (Early American Places Ser.) to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like here.

Sanjuanita Mecham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also



know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Creolization and Contraband: Curaçao in
the Early Modern Atlantic World (Early American Places Ser.).
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