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Only by understanding Dao (the Way of Nature) and dwelling in its unity can humankind achieve true
happiness and freedom, in both life and death. This is the central tenet of the philosophy that was to become
Daoism, espoused by the person -- or group of people -- known as Zhuanzi (369?-286? B.C.), in the text of
the same name. In order to be free, individuals must discard rigid conventions that distinguish good from
bad, right from wrong, and follow a course of action not founded on motives of gain or striving. When one
ceases to judge events as good or bad, man-made suffering disappears and natural suffering is embraced as
part of life.

Elucidating a mystical philosophy dedicated to the spiritual nourishment of the individual, Zhuangzi makes
many points through humor. He also uses parable and anecdote, non sequitur and even nonsense, to jolt the
reader into awareness of truth outside the pale of ordinary logic. With inspired, unconventional language and
visionary ideas, the Zhuangzi seems to float free of the historical period and society in which it was written,
addressing all people across all ages.

Columbia presents this renowned translation by Burton Watson of a seminal text in Chinese philosophy in
pinyin romanization for the first time. Look for new pinyin editions of three other classic philosophical texts
translated by Watson: Xunzi: Basic Writings, Han Feizi: Basic Writings, and Mozi: Basic Writings.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Melendez:

In other case, little people like to read book Zhuangzi: Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics).
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a
new book Zhuangzi: Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics). You can add understanding and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget.
It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Dwight Case:

The publication untitled Zhuangzi: Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics) is the book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a
lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of Zhuangzi: Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Nancy Figaro:

The book untitled Zhuangzi: Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Kim Heflin:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Zhuangzi: Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics) we can acquire more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Zhuangzi:
Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics). You can more desirable than now.
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