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Transforming Scriptures is the first sustained treatment of African American women writers’ intellectual,
even theological, engagements with the book Northrop Frye referred to as the “great code” of Western
civilization. Katherine Clay Bassard looks at poetry, novels, speeches, sermons, and prayers by Maria W.
Stewart, Frances Harper, Hannah Crafts, Harriet E. Wilson, Harriet Jacobs, Zora Neale Hurston, Toni
Morrison, and Sherley Anne Williams and discusses how such texts respond as a collective “literary witness”
to the use of the Bible for purposes of social domination. Black women’s historic encounters with the Bible
were, indeed, transformational; in the process of “turning cursing into blessing” these women were both
shaped and reshaped by the scriptures they appropriated for their own self-representation.

Two important biblical figures emerge as key tropes around which women fashioned a counternarrative to
the dominant culture’s “curse” on black female identity: the “talking mule” from Numbers 22 and the “black
but comely” Shulamite of Song of Songs, the Queen of Sheba. Transforming Scriptures analyzes these tropes
within a range of contexts, from biblical justifications of slavery and the second-class status of women to
hermeneutical and post-structural critiques of the Bible. African American women’s appropriations of
scripture occur within a continuum of African American Bible-reading practices and religious or ideological
commitments, argues Bassard. There is thus no single “black women’s hermeneutic”; rather, theories of
African American women and the Bible must account for historical and social change and difference.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Bland:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the
Bible. Try to stumble through book Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the
Bible as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Patsy Cassella:

This Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible
without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
become worry Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible can bring if you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible
having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Mae Marks:

This book untitled Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it through
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

James Voyles:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Transforming Scriptures: African American
Women Writers and the Bible giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing



pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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