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There is evidence that ever since early prehistory, textiles have always had more than simply a utilitarian
function. Textiles express who we are - our gender, age, family affiliation, occupation, religion, ethnicity and
social, political, economic and legal status. Besides expressing our identity, textiles protect us from the harsh
conditions of the environment, whether as clothes or shelter. We use them at birth for swaddling, in illness as
bandages and at death as shrouds. We use them to carry and contain people and things. We use them for
subsistence to catch fish and animals and for transport as sails. In fact, textiles represent one of the earliest
human craft technologies and they have always been a fundamental part of subsistence, economy and
exchange. Textiles have an enormous potential in archaeological research to inform us of social,
chronological and cultural aspects of ancient societies.
In archaeology, the study of textiles is often relegated to the marginalised zone of specialist and specialised
subject and lack of dialogue between textile researchers and scholars in other fields means that as a resource,
textiles are not used to their full potential or integrated into the overall interpretation of a particular site or
broader aspects of human activity. Textiles and Textile Production in Europe is a major new survey that aims
to redress this. Twenty-three chapters collect and systematise essential information on textiles and textile
production from sixteen European countries, resulting in an up-to-date and detailed sourcebook and an easily
accessible overview of the development of European textile technology and economy from prehistory to AD
400.

All chapters have an introduction, give the chronological and cultural background and an overview of the
material in question organised chronologically and thematically. The sources of information used by the
authors are primarily textiles and textile tools recovered from archaeological contexts. In addition, other
evidence for the study of ancient textile production, ranging from iconography to written sources to
palaeobotanical and archaeozoological remains are included. The introduction gives a summary on textile
preservation, analytical techniques and production sequence that provides a background for the terminology
and issues discussed in the various chapters. Extensively illustrated, with over 200 colour illustrations, maps,
chronologies and index, this will be an essential sourcebook not just for textile researchers but also the wider
archaeological community.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Lemaster:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Textiles and Textile Production in Europe:
From Prehistory to AD 400 (Ancient Textiles) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Randell Easley:

The reserve with title Textiles and Textile Production in Europe: From Prehistory to AD 400 (Ancient
Textiles) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
specific book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Irene Gonzales:

Textiles and Textile Production in Europe: From Prehistory to AD 400 (Ancient Textiles) can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Textiles and Textile Production in Europe: From Prehistory to AD 400 (Ancient Textiles)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial thinking.

Mathew Casillas:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. Textiles and Textile Production in Europe: From Prehistory to AD 400 (Ancient
Textiles) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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