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Glory and Agony is the first history of the shifting attitudes toward national sacrifice in Hebrew culture over
the last century. Its point of departure is Zionism's obsessive preoccupation with its haunting "primal scene"
of sacrifice, the near-sacrifice of Isaac, as evidenced in wide-ranging sources from the domains of literature,
art, psychology, philosophy, and politics. By placing these sources in conversation with twentieth-century
thinking on human sacrifice, violence, and martyrdom, this study draws a complex picture that provides
multiple, sometimes contradictory insights into the genesis and gender of national sacrifice.

Extending back over two millennia, this study unearths retellings of biblical and classical narratives of
sacrifice, both enacted and aborted, voluntary and violent, male and female—Isaac, Ishmael, Jephthah's
daughter, Iphigenia, Jesus. Glory and Agony traces the birth of national sacrifice out of the ruins of religious
martyrdom, exposing the sacred underside of Western secularism in Israel as elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Armstrong:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative
(Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) as your daily resource information.

Jerry Raminez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and
National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) reserve written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger
then you still doubt Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish
History and C) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break
don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Amy Petersen:

Beside this particular Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish
History and C) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and
National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as
well as read it from currently!

Deborah Walker:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you.



As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford
Studies in Jewish History and C) can make you feel more interested to read.
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