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In 1774 Mexico City leaders created the Mexico City Poor House—the centerpiece of a bold experiment
intended to eliminate poverty and impose a new work ethic on former beggars by establishing a forcible
internment policy for some and putting others to work. In Containing the Poor Silvia Marina Arrom tells the
saga of this ill-fated plan, showing how the asylum functioned primarily to educate white orphans instead of
suppressing mendicancy and exerting control over the multiracial community for whom it was designed.
For a nation that had traditionally regarded the needy as having the undisputed right to receive alms and
whose affluent citizens felt duty-bound to dispense them, the experiment was doomed from the start,
explains Arrom. She uses deep archival research to reveal that—much to policymakers’ dismay—the Poor
House became an orphanage largely because the government had underestimated the embeddedness of this
moral economy of begging. While tracing the course of an eventful century that also saw colonialism give
way to republicanism in Mexico, Arrom links the Poor House’s transformation with other societal factors as
well, such as Mexican women’s increasing impact on social welfare policies.
With poverty, begging, and homelessness still rampant in much of Latin America today, this study of
changing approaches to social welfare will be particularly valuable to student and scholars of Mexican and
Latin American society and history, as well as those engaged in the study of social and welfare policy.
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Steward:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871. Try
to make book Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871 as your close friend. It means
that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Shirley Wales:

The book Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Containing the Poor:
The Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871 has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Elizabeth Fischer:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871
it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
has high quality.

Linda Bryant:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Containing the Poor: The
Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world



better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House,
1774-1871 become your current starter.
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