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"Many artists seek to attain immortality through their art, but few would expect their work to outlast the
human race and live on for billions of years. As Canadian poet Christian Bök has realized, it all comes down
to the durability of your materials."—The Guardian

Internationally best-selling poet Christian Bök has spent more than ten years writing what promises to be the
first example of "living poetry." After successfully demonstrating his concept in a colony of E. coli, Bök is
on the verge of enciphering a beautiful, anomalous poem into the genome of an unkillable bacterium
(Deinococcus radiodurans), which can, in turn, "read" his text, responding to it by manufacturing a viable,
benign protein, whose sequence of amino acids enciphers yet another poem. The engineered organism might
conceivably serve as a post-apocalyptic archive, capable of outlasting our civilization.

Book I of The Xenotext constitutes a kind of "demonic grimoire," providing a scientific framework for the
project with a series of poems, texts, and illustrations. A Virgilian welcome to the Inferno, Book I is the
"orphic" volume in a diptych, addressing the pastoral heritage of poets, who have sought to supplant nature
in both beauty and terror. The book sets the conceptual groundwork for the second volume, which will
document the experiment itself. The Xenotext is experimental poetry in the truest sense of the term.

Christian Bök is the author of Crystallography (1994) and Eunoia (2001), which won the Griffin Poetry
Prize. He teaches at the University of Calgary in Alberta, Canada.
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From reader reviews:

David Long:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Xenotext: Book 1.

Millicent Doty:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Xenotext: Book 1 as the daily resource
information.

Ross Adams:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this The Xenotext: Book 1, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Dianne Janelle:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Xenotext: Book 1 as well as others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The
Xenotext: Book 1 to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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