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Is the performance of western democracies in decline? Which countries show the best performance? Do
institutions matter for political performance? This book offers a comprehensive analysis of twenty-one
OECD countries by systematically examining all major domestic policy areas - domestic security policy,
economic policy, social policy, and environmental policy - and using outcome indicators. The quality of
democracy is assessed both at the level of the four policy
areas and at a general level encompassing all policy areas. The question of trade-offs between policy areas is
studied in an unprecedented way and, for the first time, national types of policy patterns are identified.

The findings of this book confront widely-held assumptions about the performance of democracies. Western
democracies as a whole did not converge at a lower level of performance, and trade-offs between different
policy areas did not increase. The question 'do institutions matter?' can only partially be answered in the
affirmative. Political institutions do matter, but formal and informal institutions cause different effects and
both matter only sometimes and to a limited degree.

The Performance of Democracies is a book with significant theoretical implications. It stresses that the effect
of institutions is more complicated than most of the neo-institutionalist approaches assume. No clear
predictions can be made on the basis of institutional factors. Consequently, it does not support the
established assertion that fundamental political problems can simply be resolved through institutional
reforms of liberal democracies.

Comparative Politics os a series for students and teachers of political science that deals with contemporary
government and politics. The General Editors are Max Kaase, Professor of Political Science, Vice President
and Dean, School of Humanities and Social Science, International University Bremen, Germany; and
Kenneth Newton, Professor of Comparitive Politics, University of Southampton. The series is produced in
association with the European Consortium for Political
Research.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Hoffman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Performance of Democracies: Political Institutions and
Public Policy (Comparative Politics). Try to make book The Performance of Democracies: Political
Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative Politics) as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend
when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So ,
let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Camille Wolfe:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Performance of
Democracies: Political Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative Politics). All type of book are you able to
see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Lidia Mejia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Performance of Democracies: Political
Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative Politics) book written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
doubt The Performance of Democracies: Political Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative Politics) as
good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge
book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Bernard Kovach:

This The Performance of Democracies: Political Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative Politics) is
great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world
and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan
word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Performance of Democracies: Political Institutions and
Public Policy (Comparative Politics) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not



ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this e-book
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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