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Here is the vibrant, colorful, high-stepping story of tap -- the first comprehensive, fully documented history
of a uniquely American art form, exploring all aspects of the intricate musical and social exchange that
evolved from Afro-Irish percussive step dances like the jig, gioube, buck-and-wing, and juba to the work of
such contemporary tap luminaries as Gregory Hines, Brenda Bufalino, Dianne Walker, and Savion Glover.

In Tap Dancing America, Constance Valis Hill, herself an accomplished jazz tap dancer, choreographer, and
performance scholar, begins with a dramatic account of a buck dance challenge between Bill "Bojangles"
Robinson and Harry Swinton at Brooklyn's Bijou Theatre, on March 30, 1900, and proceeds decade by
decade through the 20th century to the present day. She vividly describes tap's musical styles and steps --
from buck-and-wing and ragtime stepping at the turn of the century; jazz tapping to the rhythms of hot jazz,
swing, and bebop in the '20s, '30s and '40s; to hip-hop-inflected hitting and hoofing in heels (high and low)
from the 1990s right up to today. Tap was long considered "a man's game," and Hill's is the first history to
highlight such outstanding female dancers as Ada Overton Walker, Kitty O'Neill, and Alice Whitman, at the
turn of the 20th century, as well as the pioneering women composers of the tap renaissance, in the 70s and
80s, and the hard-hitting rhythm-tapping women of the millennium such as Chloe Arnold, Ayodele Casel,
Michelle Dorrance, and Dormeshia Sumbry Edwards.

Written with uncanny foresight, the book features dancers who have become international touring artists and
have performed on Broadway, won Emmy and Tony Awards, and received the prestigious Dance Magazine,
Adele and Fred Astaire, and Jacob's Pillow Dance awards. Presented with all the verve and grace of tap itself
and drawing on eyewitness accounts of early performances as well as interviews with today's greatest
tappers, Tap Dancing America fills a major gap in American dance history and places tap firmly center stage.
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From reader reviews:

Julio Keith:

This book untitled Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

James Cooper:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History.

Daniel Martin:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who
have those short free time problems.

Nancy Brown:

You may get this Tap Dancing America: A Cultural History by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing
or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern
era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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