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He has been called "the father of Chicano music" and "the original Chicano hepcat." A modest man in
awe of his own celebrity, he has sung of the joys and sorrows, dreams and frustrations of the Mexican
American community over a sixty-year career. Lalo Guerrero is an American original, and his music
jubilantly reflects the history of Chicano popular culture and music.

Lalo's autobiography takes readers on a musical rollercoaster, from his earliest enjoyment of Latino and
black sounds in Tucson to his burgeoning career in Los Angeles singing with Los Carlistas, the quartet with
which he began his recording career in 1938. During the fifties and sixties his music dominated the Latin
American charts in both North and South America, and his song "Canción Mexicana" has become the
unofficial anthem of Mexico. Through the years, Lalo mastered boleros, rancheras, salsas, mambos, cha-
chas, and swing; he performed protest songs, children's music, and corridos that told of his people's
struggles. Riding the crest of changing styles, he wrote pachuco boogies in one period and penned clever
Spanish parodies of American hit songs in another. For all of these contributions to American music, Lalo
was awarded a National Medal of the Arts from President Clinton.

Lalo's story is also the story of his times. We meet his family and earliest musical associates—including his
long relationship with Manuel Acuña, who first got Lalo into the recording studio—and the many performers
he counted as friends, from Frank Sinatra to Los Lobos. We relive the spirit of the nightclubs where he was a
headliner and the one-night stands he performed all over the Southwest. We also discover what life was like
in old Tucson and in mid-century L.A. as seen through the eyes of this uniquely creative artist. "In 1958,"
Guerrero recalls, "I wrote a song about a Martian who came to Earth to clear up certain misunderstandings
about Mars. Now I have decided that it is time to set some things straight about Lalo Guerrero." Lalo does
just that, in an often funny, sometimes sentimental story that traces the musical genius of a man whose talent
has taken him all over the world, but who still believes in giving back to the community. His story is a gift to
that community.

The book also features a detailed discography, compiled by Lalo's son Mark, tracing his recorded output
from the days of 78s to his most recent CDs.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Hudgens:

Often the book Lalo: My Life and Music will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Lalo: My Life and Music is much recommended to you to learn. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Violet Iverson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a reserve. The book Lalo: My Life and Music it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Samuel Freeman:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Lalo: My Life and
Music, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Mamie Donnelly:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Lalo: My Life and
Music which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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