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The Talmud chronicles the early development of rabbinic Judaism through the writings and commentaries of
the rabbis whose teachings form its foundation. However, this key religious text is expansive, consisting of
63 books containing extensive discussions and interpretations of the Mishnah accumulated over several
centuries. Sifting through the huge number of names mentioned in the Talmud to find information about one
figure can be tedious and time-consuming, and most reference guides either provide only brief, unhelpful
entries on every rabbi, including minor figures, or are so extensive that they can be more intimidating than
the original text.

In Essential Figures in the Talmud, Dr. Ronald L. Eisenberg explains the importance of the more than 250
figures who are most vital to an understanding and appreciation of Talmudic texts. This valuable reference
guide consists of short biographies illustrating the significance of these figures while explaining their points
of view with numerous quotations from rabbinic literature. Taking material from the vast expanse of the
Talmud and Midrash, this book demonstrates the broad interests of the rabbis whose writings are the
foundation of rabbinic Judaism.

Both religious studies and rabbinical students and casual readers of the Talmud will benefit from the
comprehensive entries on the most-frequently discussed rabbis and will gain valuable insights from this
reader-friendly text. Complete in a single volume, this guide strikes a satisfying balance between the sparse,
uninformative books and comprehensive but overly complex references that are currently the only places for
inquisitive Talmud readers to turn. For any reader who wishes to gain a better understanding of Talmudic
literature, Eisenberg’s text is just as “essential” as the figures listed within.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Fentress:

The book Essential Figures in the Talmud make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Essential Figures in the Talmud to
get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a book Essential
Figures in the Talmud. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

James Jean:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for all of us. The book Essential Figures in the Talmud was making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for
you. The guide Essential Figures in the Talmud is not only giving you considerably more new information
but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Essential Figures in the Talmud. You never sense lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Virginia Johnson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Essential Figures in the Talmud why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Bradley Ray:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find e-book that need more time to be learn. Essential Figures in the Talmud can be your answer as it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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