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"Reliance, Illinois has it all—mystery, politics, war; love, death, and art. Every page is a pleasure."
—Karen Joy Fowler, author of We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves

Reliance, Illinois tells the story of a young woman faced with choices that will alter the course of her own
future, and offers a brilliant window into American life during a period of tumultuous change. Illinois, 1874:
With a birthmark covering half her face, thirteen-year-old Madelyn Branch is accustomed to cold and
awkward greetings, and expects no less in the struggling town of Reliance. After all, her mother, Rebecca,
was careful not to mention a daughter in the Matrimonial Times ad that brought them there. When Rebecca
weds, Madelyn poses as her mother’s younger sister and earns a grudging berth in her new house. Deeply
injured by her mother’s deceptions, Madelyn soon leaves to enter the service of Miss Rose Werner, prodigal
daughter of the town’s founder. Miss Rose is a suffragette and purveyor of black market birth control who
sees in Madelyn a project and potential acolyte. Madelyn, though, wants to feel beautiful and loved, and she
pins her hopes on William Stark, a young photographer and haunted Civil War veteran.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hernandez:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Reliance, Illinois why because the amazing cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Amanda Despain:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Reliance, Illinois can be your answer because it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.

Andrew Howe:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Reliance, Illinois which is getting
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Mike Hart:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Reliance, Illinois to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about
book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside
that the book Reliance, Illinois can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of this time.
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