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The discovery of oil in Tinsley, Mississippi, in 1939 captivated the South and has deeply affected the region
ever since. At the end of 1940, over 133 wells were flowing, and speculators were drilling holes and staking
claims all along the Gulf Coast and its immediate environs. Consequently, the region's economy, ecosystems,
and politics have been shaped by black gold since the end of World War II.

Alan Cockrell, a petroleum geologist, provides an insider's account of the science of oil hunting, the political
processes that help or hinder it, and the advances in technology that make it all possible. This book
documents the ways in which wars, foreign competition, governmental regulation, and new business models
affect oil exploration, and what that means to the South's people.

Just as significantly, Cockrell provides compelling commentary on the people who hunt for petroleum, from
pioneering wildcatters such as Chesley Pruet to savvy geologists focusing on science and technology
Drilling Ahead documents the triumphs and travails of oil hunters. Mavericks, underworld characters,
professors, lawyers, and environmentalists have all played major roles in the South's oil production.

A fascinating study of corporations, economies, and people, Drilling Ahead is a compelling, opinionated
narrative as well as an exhaustively researched history.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Drilling Ahead: The Quest For Oil in the Deep South, 1945-2005.

Brian Alexander:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Drilling Ahead: The Quest For Oil in the
Deep South, 1945-2005 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Carol Smith:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Drilling Ahead: The Quest For Oil in the Deep South, 1945-2005 your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Drilling Ahead: The Quest For Oil in the Deep South,
1945-2005 giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
info for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Maritza Kress:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be Drilling Ahead: The Quest For Oil in the Deep South, 1945-2005 why
because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist
you to pick up this book.
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