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From the deep sea to the waters above the sky, from the world beneath our feet to the promised land across
the ocean - this volume represents a search for traces of cosmologies in Celtic sources, especially those of
Ireland and Scotland. These cosmological traces are investigated for their Indo-European and Semitic
parallels and influences. The broad world orderings - Celtic tripartition (earth, water and sky) and Christian
bipartition (this world and the next) - are explored, and the cosmological meaning of specific demarcations in
the landscape is analyzed. The world was mapped with words, as signposts for contemporary and future
generations. These written "maps" are not only geographical, they also constitute ethical and mythological
guidelines. Through storytelling, landscape and social space are processed in a framework of cosmic good
and evil. In a Celtic mental world roads, rivers, mountains and hills are vital markers. Hills and caves were
used in rituals and were seen as entrances to a subterranean otherworld where supernatural beings dwell and
knowledge of the cosmos was believed to reside with these supernatural or subterranean beings. This
knowledge is connected with protection and violation of the landscape and waters, and is often associated
with the king, truth and justice. In the socialized landscape features of periphery and centre are closely
related to kingship: thus, looming tragedy can be deduced from the route that a mythical king takes; royal
capitals are outlined in landscape and architecture as ritual centres. The naming of significant places is a
human act of creating order. In the Celtic literary tradition of explanatory and etymologizing stories, place-
names serve as signifiers and warning signs (taboos) and some Celtic narratives on naming places appear to
function also as performances of atonement for disruptions of the cosmic order.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Chambers:

The book Celtic Cosmology: Perspectives from Ireland and Scotland (Papers in Mediaeval Studies) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave
the great thing like a book Celtic Cosmology: Perspectives from Ireland and Scotland (Papers in Mediaeval
Studies)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Celtic Cosmology:
Perspectives from Ireland and Scotland (Papers in Mediaeval Studies) has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a reserve.
So it is very wonderful.

Nancy Deanda:

Celtic Cosmology: Perspectives from Ireland and Scotland (Papers in Mediaeval Studies) can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Celtic Cosmology: Perspectives from Ireland and Scotland (Papers in Mediaeval
Studies) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
thinking.

Stephen Comerford:

This Celtic Cosmology: Perspectives from Ireland and Scotland (Papers in Mediaeval Studies) is great
publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using
great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you
can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Celtic Cosmology: Perspectives from Ireland and
Scotland (Papers in Mediaeval Studies) in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment
right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt this?

Alice Prahl:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,



since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Celtic
Cosmology: Perspectives from Ireland and Scotland (Papers in Mediaeval Studies) provide you with a new
experience in looking at a book.
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