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'His rise testifies to the decline of a whole society.' Jean-Paul Sartre

Maupassant's second novel, Bel-Ami (1885) is the story of a ruthlessly ambitious young man (Georges
Duroy, christened 'Bel-Ami' by his female admirers) making it to the top in fin-de-siècle Paris. It is a novel
about money, sex, and power, set against the background of the politics of the French colonization of North
Africa. It explores the dynamics of an urban society uncomfortably close to our own and is a devastating
satire of the sleaziness of contemporary
journalism.

Bel-Ami enjoys the status of an authentic record of the apotheosis of bourgeois capitalism under the Third
Republic. But the creative tension between its analysis of modern behaviour and its identifiably late
nineteenth-century fabric is one of the reasons why Bel-Ami remains one of the finest French novels of its
time, as well as being recognized as Maupassant's greatest achievement as a novelist.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ware:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Bel-Ami (Oxford World's Classics) to
read.

Michael Lucius:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Bel-Ami (Oxford World's Classics) as the daily
resource information.

Philip Newman:

The reserve untitled Bel-Ami (Oxford World's Classics) is the e-book that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when
write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the
e-book of Bel-Ami (Oxford World's Classics) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Carol Rosborough:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Bel-Ami (Oxford World's Classics) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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