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Western esotericism has now emerged as an academic study in its own right, combining spirituality with an
empirical observation of the natural world while also relating the humanity to the universe through a
harmonious celestial order. This introduction to the Western esoteric traditions offers a concise overview of
their historical development.

Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke explores these traditions, from their roots in Hermeticism, Neo-Platonism, and
Gnosticism in the early Christian era up to their reverberations in today's scientific paradigms. While the
study of Western esotericism is usually confined to the history of ideas, Goodrick-Clarke examines the
phenomenon much more broadly. He demonstrates that, far from being a strictly intellectual movement, the
spread of esotericism owes a great deal to geopolitics and globalization. In Hellenistic culture, for example,
the empire of Alexander the Great, which stretched across Egypt and Western Asia to provinces in India,
facilitated a mixing of Eastern and Western cultures. As the Greeks absorbed ideas from Egypt, Babylon,
Assyria, and Persia, they gave rise to the first esoteric movements.

From the late sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries, post-Reformation spirituality found expression in
theosophy, Rosicrucianism and Freemasonry. Similarly, in the modern era, dissatisfaction with the
hegemony of science in Western culture and a lack of faith in traditional Christianity led thinkers like
Madame Blavatsky to look East for spiritual inspiration. Goodrick-Clarke further examines Modern esoteric
thought in the light of new scientific and medical paradigms along with the analytical psychology of Carl
Gustav Jung. This book traces the complete history of these movements and is the definitive account of
Western esotericism.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Stringer:

Here thing why this The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction are different and reliable to
be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that
similar with The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction. It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Western
Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction in e-book can be your substitute.

Andrew Blanton:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the e-book untitled The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction can be great
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Macie Austin:

You will get this The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for
you.

Oscar Barr:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Western Esoteric



Traditions: A Historical Introduction.
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