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An engaging social history that reveals the critical role Pullman porters played in the struggle for
African American civil rights

When George Pullman began recruiting Southern blacks as porters in his luxurious new sleeping cars, the
former slaves suffering under Jim Crow laws found his offer of a steady job and worldly experience
irresistible. They quickly signed up to serve as maid, waiter, concierge, nanny, and occasionally doctor and
undertaker to cars full of white passengers, making the Pullman Company the largest employer of African
American men in the country by the 1920s.
In the world of the Pullman sleeping car, where whites and blacks lived in close proximity, porters developed
a unique culture marked by idiosyncratic language, railroad lore, and shared experience. They called difficult
passengers "Mister Charlie"; exchanged stories about Daddy Jim, the legendary first Pullman porter; and
learned to distinguish generous tippers such as Humphrey Bogart from skinflints like Babe Ruth. At the same
time, they played important social, political, and economic roles, carrying jazz and blues to outlying areas,
forming America's first black trade union, and acting as forerunners of the modern black middle class by
virtue of their social position and income.
Drawing on extensive interviews with dozens of porters and their descendants, Larry Tye reconstructs the
complicated world of the Pullman porter, and provides a lively and enlightening look at this important social
phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

James Ames:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Rising from the Rails:
Pullman Porters and the Making of the Black Middle Class. All type of book can you see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Stephen Hill:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that improve
your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you want send
more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one along with theme for
entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the Making of the
Black Middle Class is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Myrtle Hamer:

The actual book Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the Making of the Black Middle Class has a lot
of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written
by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Michael Rodiguez:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and
the Making of the Black Middle Class to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you
to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the
Making of the Black Middle Class can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of that time.
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