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Part cultural history, part sociological critique, and part literary performance, Panic Diaries explores the
technological and social construction of individual and collective panic. Jackie Orr looks at instances of
panic and its “cures” in the twentieth-century United States: from the mass hysteria following the 1938 radio
broadcast of H. G. Wells’s War of the Worlds to an individual woman swallowing a pill to control the “panic
disorder” officially recognized by the American Psychiatric Association in 1980. Against a backdrop of Cold
War anxieties over atomic attack, Orr highlights the entanglements of knowledge and power in efforts to
reconceive panic and its prevention as problems in communication and information feedback. Throughout,
she reveals the shifting techniques of power and social engineering underlying the ways that scientific and
social scientific discourses—including crowd psychology, Cold War cybernetics, and contemporary
psychiatry—have rendered panic an object of technoscientific management.

Orr, who has experienced panic attacks herself, kept a diary of her participation as a research subject in
clinical trials for the Upjohn Company’s anti-anxiety drug Xanax. This “panic diary” grounds her study and
suggests the complexity of her desire to track the diffusion and regulation of panic in U.S. society. Orr’s
historical research, theoretical reflections, and biographical narrative combine in this remarkable and
compelling genealogy, which documents the manipulation of panic by the media, the social sciences and
psychiatry, the U.S. military and government, and transnational drug companies.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Whitney:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question because
just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Panic Diaries: A
Genealogy of Panic Disorder to read.

Kevin Burkes:

This Panic Diaries: A Genealogy of Panic Disorder book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
That Panic Diaries: A Genealogy of Panic Disorder without we comprehend teach the one who reading
through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Panic Diaries: A
Genealogy of Panic Disorder can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Panic Diaries: A Genealogy
of Panic Disorder having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Doreen Harry:

Panic Diaries: A Genealogy of Panic Disorder can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Panic Diaries: A Genealogy of
Panic Disorder however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Frances Savage:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Panic Diaries: A Genealogy of Panic Disorder to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book
and learn it. Beside that the reserve Panic Diaries: A Genealogy of Panic Disorder can to be your brand-new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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