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As cities have gentrified, educated urbanites have come to prize what they regard as "authentic" urban life:
aging buildings, art galleries, small boutiques, upscale food markets, neighborhood old-timers, funky ethnic
restaurants, and old, family-owned shops. These signify a place's authenticity, in contrast to the bland
standardization of the suburbs and exurbs.

But as Sharon Zukin shows in Naked City, the rapid and pervasive demand for authenticity--evident in
escalating real estate prices, expensive stores, and closely monitored urban streetscapes--has helped drive out
the very people who first lent a neighborhood its authentic aura: immigrants, the working class, and artists.
Zukin traces this economic and social evolution in six archetypal New York areas--Williamsburg, Harlem,
the East Village, Union Square, Red Hook, and the city's community gardens--and travels to both the city's
first IKEA store and the World Trade Center site. She shows that for followers of Jane Jacobs, this
transformation is a perversion of what was supposed to happen. Indeed, Naked City is a sobering update of
Jacobs' legendary 1961 book, The Death and Life of Great American Cities. Like Jacobs, Zukin looks at
what gives neighborhoods a sense of place, but argues that over time, the emphasis on neighborhood
distinctiveness has become a tool of economic elites to drive up real estate values and effectively force out
the neighborhood "characters" that Jacobs so evocatively idealized.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Warren:

Here thing why this Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places are different and trusted to
be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that
similar with Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places. It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home
by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Naked City: The Death
and Life of Authentic Urban Places in e-book can be your choice.

Randal Gore:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
guide. The book Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places it is very good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Dennis Carson:

Beside this Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places in your phone, it might give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town.
It is good thing to have Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this
book along with read it from now!

Fannie Vincent:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide



you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Naked
City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places.
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