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In the tradition of The Glass Castle and With or Without You, a bracingly funny and chilling true crime
memoir about a girl’s gutsy journey to escape her charismatic yet cruel father’s reign—an
unforgettable story of violence, love, and, ultimately, triumph.

It’s the 1960s in Manchester, New Hampshire, and little Gloria Norris is growing up in the projects. Her
parents are Jimmy and Shirley, her sister is Virginia, and her cat is Sylvester. A photo might show a happy,
young family, but only a dummkopf would believe that.

Jimmy’s a wiseguy who relies on charm, snappy wit, and an unyielding belief that he’s above the law; as his
youngest daughter, Gloria is just like him. Or at least, she knows that she needs to stay on his good side so he
doesn’t brain her one. Jimmy is violent: he’s passionate about hunting, horse races and slasher flicks, and
he’s prone to outbursts that have him screaming and reaching for his shotgun. Shirley, mild and meek as she
is, tries to protect the girls from Jimmy’s most brutal moments, but the thing with Jimmy is that it’s his way
or the highway. Virginia, older and wiser, tries to stand up to Jimmy. Gloria just wants to make him happy.

He takes Gloria everywhere. Fishing, hunting, drive-ins, and to his parents dingy bar—a hole in the wall with
pickled eggs and pickled alkies. The only place Gloria can’t go is the dive where Jimmy bets on horses. It’s
there, as she sits and waits for hours on end, that she imagines a life different from her own. Gloria’s favorite
of Jimmy’s haunts? Hank Piasecny’s gun shop. While Hank and Jimmy throw good-humored insults at each
other, Gloria talks to Hank’s daughter, Susan. Smart, pretty, kind, and ambitious, Susan is Gloria’s idol. She
represents everything Gloria wants to be—and can be, as long as she tries as hard in school. Just like Susan
tells her too.

It’s only when Hank commits an unspeakable act of violence, that Gloria and Susan suddenly find
themselves on different paths. Hank’s violence and Susan’s grief serve as eerie warnings of a life to come,
especially as Jimmy falls into a depression that has him making threats and reaching for his guns more often
and with greater relish.

Against all odds, Gloria’s fiery determination takes shape and she sets herself on a path away from the cycle
of violence whirling around her—in her home, in the projects, in her small New Hampshire city and even in
the national landscape where the assassinations of President Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and the
brutality of Vietnam underscore the tragedies she witnesses up close.

Gloria Norris’s unconventional coming-of-age memoir jangles with electricity and suspense. The life of this
gutsy young girl is unforgettable and inspiring, wrought with dark humor and tenderness. From the darkness
her irrepressible pluck and determination emerges and Gloria triumphantly carves out a good life on her own
terms.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Porter:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above.
Every person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book
KooKooLand. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions
or other social media.

Timmy Gallegos:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this KooKooLand book because
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it as you know.

Willie McCorkle:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take KooKooLand as your daily resource information.

Thomas Rojas:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This KooKooLand can be the response, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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