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"Dear Master" is a rare firsthand look at the values, self-perception, and private life of the black American
slave. The fullest known record left by an American slave family, this collection of more than two hundred
letters?including seven discovered since the book's original appearance?reveals the relationship of two
generations of the Skipwith family with the Virginia planter John Hartwell Cocke.

The letters, dating from 1834 to 1865, fall into two groups. The first were written by Peyton Skipwith and his
children from Liberia, where they settled after being freed in 1833 by Cocke, a devout Christian and
enlightened slaveholder. The letters, which tell of harsh frontier life, reveal the American values the
Skipwiths took with them to Africa, and express their faith in Liberia's future and pride in their
accomplishments.

The second group of letters, written by George Skipwith and his daughter Lucy, originate from Cocke's
Alabama plantation, an experimental work community to which Cocke sent his most talented, responsible
slaves to prepare them for the moral and educational challenges of emancipation. George, a "privileged
bondsman," was a slave driver. His letters about the management of the plantation include reports on the
slaves' conduct and any disciplinary actions he took. Readers can sense George's pride in his work and also
his ambivalence toward his role as leader in the slave hierarchy.

Lucy, Cocke's chief domestic slave, was the plantation nurse and teacher. Her letters, filled with details about
spiritual, familial, and health matters, also display her skill at exploiting her master's trust and her uncommon
boldness, for she spoke against whites to her master when she felt they hampered his slaves' education.

"Dear Master" affirms that these slaves and former slaves were not simply victims; they were actors in a
complex human drama. The letters imply trust and affection between master and slave, but there were other
motives as well for the letter-writing. The Liberian Skipwiths needed American-made supplies; moreover,
the whole family may have viewed their relationship with Cocke as a chance to help free other slaves. In his
new preface, Miller reevaluates his book in light of changes in the historiography of American slavery over
the past decade.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Murphy:

The book with title Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher Books) contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Sharon Grace:

The book untitled Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher Books) contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous
author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you
can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Romana Linder:

You can find this Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher Books) by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.

David Blackwood:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher Books). You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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