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Inalienable Possessions tests anthropology's traditional assumptions about kinship, economics, power, and
gender in an exciting challenge to accepted theories of reciprocity and marriage exchange. Focusing on
Oceania societies from Polynesia to Papua New Guinea and including Australian Aborigine groups, Annette
Weiner investigates the category of possessions that must not be given or, if they are circulated, must return
finally to the giver. Reciprocity, she says, is only the superficial aspect of exchange, which overlays much
more politically powerful strategies of "keeping-while-giving."

The idea of keeping-while-giving places women at the heart of the political process, however much that
process may vary in different societies, for women possess a wealth of their own that gives them power.
Power is intimately involved in cultural reproduction, and Weiner describes the location of power in each
society, showing how the degree of control over the production and distribution of cloth wealth coincides
with women's rank and the development of hierarchy in the community. Other inalienable possessions,
whether material objects, landed property, ancestral myths, or sacred knowledge, bestow social identity and
rank as well. Calling attention to their presence in Western history, Weiner points out that her formulations
are not limited to Oceania. The paradox of keeping-while-giving is a concept certain to influence future
developments in ethnography and the theoretical study of gender and exchange.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Inalienable Possessions: The Paradox of Keeping-While Giving.
Try to stumble through book Inalienable Possessions: The Paradox of Keeping-While Giving as your close
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

John Harris:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Inalienable Possessions: The Paradox of
Keeping-While Giving. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Rick Braden:

Typically the book Inalienable Possessions: The Paradox of Keeping-While Giving has a lot of information
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Anna Baron:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Inalienable Possessions: The Paradox of
Keeping-While Giving reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Inalienable Possessions:
The Paradox of Keeping-While Giving as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is
one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.
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