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Leonard Bernstein was arguably the most highly esteemed, influential, and charismatic American classical
music personality of the twentieth century. Conductor, composer, pianist, writer, educator, and human rights
activist, Bernstein truly led a life of Byronic intensity--passionate, risk-taking, and convention-breaking.
In November 1989, just a year before his death, Bernstein invited writer Jonathan Cott to his country home
in Fairfield, Connecticut for what turned out to be his last major interview--an unprecedented and
astonishingly frank twelve-hour conversation. Now, in Dinner with Lenny, Cott provides a complete account
of this remarkable dialogue in which Bernstein discourses with disarming frankness, humor, and intensity on
matters musical, pedagogical, political, psychological, spiritual, and the unabashedly personal. Bernstein
comes alive again, with vodka glass in hand, singing, humming, and making pointed comments on a wide
array of topics, from popular music ("the Beatles were the best songwriters since Gershwin"), to great
composers ("Wagner was always in a psychotic frenzy. He was a madman, a megalomaniac"), and politics
(lamenting "the brainlessness, the mindlessness, the carelessness, and the heedlessness of the Reagans of the
world"). And of course, Bernstein talks of conducting, advising students "to look at the score and make it
come alive as if they were the composer. If you can do that, you're a conductorand if you can't, you're not. If
I don't become Brahms or Tchaikovsky or Stravinsky when I'm conducting their works, then it won't be a
great performance."
After Rolling Stone magazine published an abridged version of the conversation in 1990, the Chicago
Tribune praised it as "an extraordinary interview" filled with "passion, wit, and acute analysis." Studs Terkel
called the interview "astonishing and revelatory." Now, this full-length version provides the reader with a
unique, you-are-there perspective on what it was like to converse with this gregarious, witty, candid, and
inspiring American dynamo.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Parker:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long
Interview with Leonard Bernstein is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It
is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Oliver Crites:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is actually Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview with Leonard
Bernstein. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Charles Massie:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book
Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Edward Grimes:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Dinner with Lenny: The Last
Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview with
Leonard Bernstein can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of that time.
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