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How do you measure the size of the planet you're standing on?

"Circumference" is the story of what happened when one man asked himself that very question. Nicholas
Nicastro brings to life one of history's greatest experiments when an ancient Greek named Eratosthenes first
accurately determined the distance around the spherical earth. In this fascinating narrative history, Nicastro
takes a look at a deceptively simple but stunning achievement made by one man, millennia ago, with only
the simplest of materials at his disposal. How was he able to measure the land at a time when distance was
more a matter of a shrug and a guess at the time spent on a donkey's back? How could he be so confident in
the assumptions that underlay his calculations: that the earth was round and the sun so far away that its rays
struck the ground in parallel lines? Was it luck or pure scientific genius? Nicastro brings readers on a trip
into a long-vanished world that prefigured modernity in many ways, where neither Eratosthenes' reputation,
nor the validity of his method, nor his leadership of the Great Library of Alexandria were enough to convince
all his contemporaries about the dimensions of the earth. Eratosthenes' results were debated for centuries
until he was ultimately vindicated almost 2000 years later, during the great voyages of exploration.
"Circumference" is a compelling scientific detective story that transports readers back to a time when
humans had no idea how big their world was--and the fate of a man who dared to measure the
incomprehensible.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Holt:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Circumference:
Eratosthenes and the Ancient Quest to Measure the Globe is kind of guide which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Armando Rodgers:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Circumference: Eratosthenes
and the Ancient Quest to Measure the Globe, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it,
oh come on its called reading friends.

Lillie Stein:

The book untitled Circumference: Eratosthenes and the Ancient Quest to Measure the Globe contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all
the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous
author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice go through.

Marina Tucker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Circumference: Eratosthenes and the
Ancient Quest to Measure the Globe.
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