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An acclaimed sociologist illuminates the public life of an American city, offering a major reinterpretation of
the racial dynamics in America.

Following his award-winning work on inner-city violence, Code of the Street, sociologist Elijah Anderson
introduces the concept of the “cosmopolitan canopy”—the urban island of civility that exists amidst the
ghettos, suburbs, and ethnic enclaves where segregation is the norm. Under the cosmopolitan canopy, diverse
peoples come together, and for the most part practice getting along. Anderson’s path-breaking study of this
setting provides a new understanding of the complexities of present-day race relations and reveals the unique
opportunities here for cross-cultural interaction.

Anderson walks us through Center City Philadelphia, revealing and illustrating through his ethnographic
fieldwork how city dwellers often interact across racial, ethnic, and social borders. People engage in a
distinctive folk ethnography. Canopies operating in close proximity create a synergy that becomes a
cosmopolitan zone. In the vibrant atmosphere of these public spaces, civility is the order of the day.
However, incidents can arise that threaten and rend the canopy, including scenes of tension involving borders
of race, class, sexual preference, and gender. But when they do—assisted by gloss—the resilience of the
canopy most often prevails. In this space all kinds of city dwellers—from gentrifiers to the homeless,
cabdrivers to doormen—manage to co-exist in the urban environment, gaining local knowledge as they do,
which then helps reinforce and spread tolerance through contact and mutual understanding.

With compelling, meticulous descriptions of public spaces such as 30th Street Station, Reading Terminal
Market, and Rittenhouse Square, and quasi-public places like the modern-day workplace, Anderson provides
a rich narrative account of how blacks and whites relate and redefine the color line in everyday public life.
He reveals how eating, shopping, and people-watching under the canopy can ease racial tensions, but also
how the spaces in and between canopies can reinforce boundaries. Weaving colorful observations with keen
social insight, Anderson shows how the canopy—and its lessons—contributes to the civility of our
increasingly diverse cities.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Stokes:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life book is
readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer associated with The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life content conveys the
idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and
Civility in Everyday Life is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Kelly Gomes:

The reserve untitled The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life is the book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in
Everyday Life from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Lois Huseby:

This The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life is new way for you who has interest to
look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Cosmopolitan
Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this
e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Bruce Harrison:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life when you desired it?
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