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The Castle of Otranto is a 1764 novel by Horace Walpole. It is generally regarded as the first gothic novel,
initiating a literary genre which would become extremely popular in the later 18th century and early 19th
century, with authors such as Charles Maturin, Ann Radcliffe, Bram Stoker, Edgar Allan Poe and Daphne du
Maurier.The initial 1764 edition was titled in full The Castle of Otranto, A Story. Translated by William
Marshal, Gent. From the Original Italian of Onuphrio Muralto, Canon of the Church of St. Nicholas at
Otranto. This first edition purported to be a translation based on a manuscript printed at Naples in 1529 and
recently rediscovered in the library of "an ancient Catholic family in the north of England". This "ancient
Catholic family" is possibly the Percy family, as Walpole would have known the Duke of Northumberland
and his wife Elizabeth Percy, though this is not proven. The Italian manuscript's story, it was claimed,
derived from a story still older, dating back perhaps as far as the Crusades. This Italian manuscript, along
with alleged author "Onuphrio Muralto", were Walpole's fictional creations, and "William Marshal" his
pseudonym.
In the second and subsequent editions, Walpole acknowledges authorship of his work, writing: "The
favourable manner in which this little piece has been received by the public, calls upon the author to explain
the grounds on which he composed it" as "an attempt to blend the two kinds of romance, the ancient and the
modern. In the former all was imagination and improbability: in the latter, nature is always intended to be,
and sometimes has been, copied with success...". There was some debate at the time about the function of
literature, that is, whether or not works of fiction should be representative of life, or more purely imaginative
(i.e. natural vs. romantic). The first edition was well received by some reviewers who understood the novel
as belonging to medieval fiction, "between 1095, the era of the First Crusade, and 1243, the date of the last",
as the first preface states; and some referred to Walpole as an "ingenious translator". Following Walpole's
admission of authorship, however, many critics were loath to lavish much praise on the work and dismissed
it as absurd, fluffy, romantic fiction.
In his 1924 edition of The Castle of Otranto, Montague Summers showed that the life story of Manfred of
Sicily inspired some details of the plot. The real medieval castle of Otranto was among Manfred's
possessions (font: Wikipedia)
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From reader reviews:

Alan Williams:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Castle of Otranto.

Sarah Tomczak:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The Castle
of Otranto.

Bertha Buentello:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The The Castle of Otranto provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Jimmy Stone:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. Through the book The Castle of Otranto we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book The Castle of Otranto. You can more
desirable than now.
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