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For many people the epithet ‘City of Angels’ evokes sunshine and golden beaches, glamorous movie stars
and the promise of fame – the reality is of course very different. And, paradoxically, the city’s reality is as
much the record of Los Angeles on film as it is the Los Angeles of highways and suburban neighbourhoods,
of people and shops, police and parking lots. This is because Los Angeles is first and foremost a city of
cinema – it is where so many major movies are made, and where its locations and studio re-creations are
recorded and re-presented on film.
This book explores Los Angeles from the invention of motion pictures in the 1890s to the decline of the
studio system in the 1950s, describing the ever-changing cinematic image of the city, and the ways in which
its representations reflected and manipulated its physical geography. It shows how the construction of big
studios helped to change the shape of Los Angeles, and how Hollywood not only contributed to, but also
complicated, the city’s economic, political, social and cultural life. The incredibly popular films that were
produced during this time, from the early slapstick comedies to film noir, and the histories of Los Angeles
and its film industry cannot be understood in isolation from each other. Shiel provides a close analysis of
narrative, mise en scène, cinematography, editing and other elements of film-making and style, concentrating
on the ways in which directors and others engaged with the architecture of the city both within the studios
and on location in California.
Written by an expert in the history and theory of cinema and the city, this book is a must-read for anyone
interested in Hollywood movies, or the
history and architecture of Los Angeles. As well as being illustrated with many previously unpublished
photographs, the book offers an in-depth view of a city that has never really been seen before.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Gray:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Hollywood Cinema
and the Real Los Angeles? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Kevin Roark:

The particular book Hollywood Cinema and the Real Los Angeles has a lot info on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some
research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Mildred Olsen:

Hollywood Cinema and the Real Los Angeles can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Hollywood Cinema and the Real Los
Angeles but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Tia Sargent:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the Hollywood Cinema and the Real Los Angeles when you essential it?
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