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Kidnapping was perhaps the greatest fear of free blacks in pre-Civil War America. Though they may have
descended from generations of free-born people or worked to purchase their freedom, free blacks were not
able to enjoy the privileges and opportunities of white Americans. They lived with the constant threat of
kidnapping and enslavement, against which they had little recourse.

Most kidnapped free blacks were forcibly abducted, but other methods, such as luring victims with job offers
or falsely claiming free people as fugitive slaves, were used as well. Kidnapping of blacks was actually
facilitated by numerous state laws, as well as the federal fugitive slave laws of 1793 and 1850. Greed
motivated kidnappers, who were assured high profits on the sale of their victims. As the internal slave trade
increased in the early nineteenth century, so did kidnapping.

If greed provided the motivation for the crime, racism helped it to continue unabated. Victims usually found
it extremely difficult to regain their freedom through a legal system that reflected society's racist views,
perpetuated a racial double standard, and considered all blacks slaves until proven otherwise. Fortunate was
the victim who received assistance, sometimes from government officials, most often from abolitionists.
Frequently, however, the black community was forced to protect its own and organized to do so, sometimes
by working within the law, sometimes by meeting violence with violence.

Mining newspaper accounts, memoirs, slave narratives, court records, letters, abolitionist society minutes,
and government documents, Carol Wilson has provided a needed addition to our picture of free black life in
the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Freedom at
Risk: The Kidnapping of Free Blacks in America, 1780-1865? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Rafael Rainey:

This Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of Free Blacks in America, 1780-1865 are reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of
Free Blacks in America, 1780-1865 can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of Free Blacks in
America, 1780-1865 forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Herman Deans:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of
Free Blacks in America, 1780-1865 publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of Free Blacks in America, 1780-1865 as good book not only
by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Allison Walters:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of Free Blacks
in America, 1780-1865 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Freedom at Risk: The Kidnapping of Free Blacks in America, 1780-1865 has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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