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The lower Mississippi River winds past the City of New Orleans between enormous levees and a rim of
sand, mud, and trees called "the batture." On this remote and ignored piece of land thrives a humanity unique
to the region-ramblers, artists, drinkers, fishers, rabbit hunters, dog walkers, sunset watchers, and refugees
from Immigration, alimony, and other aspects of modern life.

Author Oliver A. Houck has frequented this place for the past twenty-five years. Down on the Batture
describes a life, pastoral, at times marginal, but remarkably fecund and surprising. From this place he
meditates on Louisiana, the state of the waterway, and its larger environs. He describes all the actors that
have played lead roles on the edge of the mightiest river of the continent, and includes in his narrative
plantations, pollution, murder, land grabs, keelboat brawlers, slave rebellions, the Corps of Engineers, and
the oil industry.

Houck draws from his experience in New Orleans since the early 1970s in the practice and teaching of law.
He has been a player in many of the issues he describes, although he does not undertake to argue them here.
Instead, story by story, he uses the batture to explore the forces that have shaped and spell out the future of
the region. The picture emerges of a place that---for all its tangle of undergrowth, drifting humanity, shifting
dimensions in the rise and fall of floodwater---provides respite and sanctuary for values that are original to
America and ever at risk from the homogenizing forces of civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rios:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Down on the Batture will make you
to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Thomas Bedwell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Studying a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Down on the
Batture book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

David Briggs:

This Down on the Batture is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
information accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Down on the Batture in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Connie Pauls:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is Down on the Batture. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book
you can get many advantages.
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