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The sociolinguist William Labov has worked for decades on change in progress in American dialects and on
African American Vernacular English (AAVE). In Dialect Diversity in America, Labov examines the
diversity among American dialects and presents the counterintuitive finding that geographically localized
dialects of North American English are increasingly diverging from one another over time.

Contrary to the general expectation that mass culture would diminish regional differences, the dialects of Los
Angeles, Dallas, Chicago, Birmingham, Buffalo, Philadelphia, and New York are now more different from
each other than they were a hundred years ago. Equally significant is Labov's finding that AAVE does not
map with the geography and timing of changes in other dialects. The home dialect of most African American
speakers has developed a grammar that is more and more different from that of the white mainstream dialects
in the major cities studied and yet highly homogeneous throughout the United States.

Labov describes the political forces that drive these ongoing changes, as well as the political consequences in
public debate. The author also considers the recent geographical reversal of political parties in the Blue
States and the Red States and the parallels between dialect differences and the results of recent presidential
elections. Finally, in attempting to account for the history and geography of linguistic change among whites,
Labov highlights fascinating correlations between patterns of linguistic divergence and the politics of race
and slavery, going back to the antebellum United States. Complemented by an online collection of audio
files that illustrate key dialectical nuances, Dialect Diversity in America offers an unparalleled
sociolinguistic study from a preeminent scholar in the field.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Ahlstrom:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Dialect Diversity in
America: The Politics of Language Change (Page-Barbour Lectures) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jerrod Spicher:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new book.
It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading a publication.
The book Dialect Diversity in America: The Politics of Language Change (Page-Barbour Lectures) it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has
high quality.

Alyssa Lewis:

This Dialect Diversity in America: The Politics of Language Change (Page-Barbour Lectures) is brand new
way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this Dialect Diversity in America: The Politics of Language Change (Page-Barbour Lectures) can be the light
food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Tammy Jones:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book Dialect
Diversity in America: The Politics of Language Change (Page-Barbour Lectures). You can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to



other place.
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