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Best known as a novelist and social satirist whose work anticipated Jane Austen’s, Frances Burney (1752-
1840) has also been recognized as an important writer in the history of feminist literature. Julia Epstein now
offers a new interpretation of Burney and her work: that Burney’s anger at the economic and social
conditions of women emerges in her writing in moments of barely contained violence, and that her
representations of violence and hostility provide a key to Burney’s literary power.
    The Iron Pen situates Burney’s writings within the sociopolitical context of the late eighteenth century and
proposes a new approach to the development of the novel of manners. In addition, Epstein presents a
comprehensive study of the reception of Burney’s work from its original publication to the present. This
study illuminates the history of popular book reviewing and of academic literary scholarship as political
enterprises.
    Beginning with an examination of Burney’s journals and letters, including an account of the mastectomy
she underwent without anesthesia while in exile in Paris in 1811, Epstein then offers readings of Burney’s
four novels, paying close attention to the depiction of repressed anger and violence that characterizes all her
work. The final section traces critics’ responses to Burney’s published writings from 1778, when her first
novel, Evelina, appeared anonymously, to the present in readings informed by psychoanalysis, post-
structuralism and feminist literary theory. Drawing upon the work of critics of eighteenth-century culture
such as Mary Poovey, Ellen Pollak, Ruth Perry, and Margaret Doody, Epstein is successful in two ways: in
combining an analysis of a set of texts with an analysis of a particular set of cultural assumptions and in her
intentional underscoring of the complex nature of critical practice.
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From reader reviews:

Allan Carle:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Iron Pen: Frances Burney and the Politics of Women's Writing. Try to
face the book The Iron Pen: Frances Burney and the Politics of Women's Writing as your close friend. It
means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Mary Rohan:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Iron Pen: Frances Burney and
the Politics of Women's Writing will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with
you?

Jimmy Stansberry:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Iron Pen: Frances Burney and the Politics of
Women's Writing can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Paul Smith:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Iron Pen: Frances Burney and
the Politics of Women's Writing reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation The Iron Pen:
Frances Burney and the Politics of Women's Writing as good book not merely by the cover but also with the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.
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