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Examines why public administration’s literature has failed to justify the profession’s legitimacy as an
instrument of governance.

 

 Michael Harmon employs the literary conceit of a Final Exam, first “written” in the early 1930s, in a
critique of the field’s answers to the legitimacy question. Because the assumptions that underwrite the
question preclude the possibility of a coherent answer, the exam should be canceled and its question
rewritten. Envisaging a public administration no longer hostage to the legitimacy question, Harmon explains
how the study and practice of public administration might proceed from adolescence to maturity. 

 

Drawing chiefly from pragmatist philosophy, he argues that despite the universal rejection of the
“politics/administration” dichotomy on factual grounds, the pseudo-problem of legitimacy nonetheless
persists in the guise of four related conceptual dualisms: 1) values and facts, 2) thinking and doing, 3) ends
and means, and 4) theory and practice. Collectively, these dualisms demand an impossible answer to the
practical question of how we might live, and govern, together in a world of radical uncertainty and
interdependence. Only by dissolving them can the legitimacy question (Woodrow Wilson’s ghost) finally be
banished, clearing away the theoretical debris that obscures a more vital and useful conception of
governance.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Fitts:

The actual book Public Administration's Final Exam: A Pragmatist Restructuring of the Profession and the
Discipline will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Public Administration's Final Exam: A Pragmatist Restructuring of the Profession and the Discipline is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Jennifer Bedard:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Public Administration's Final Exam: A Pragmatist Restructuring of
the Profession and the Discipline why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Filiberto Dacosta:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Public Administration's Final Exam: A
Pragmatist Restructuring of the Profession and the Discipline can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Chrissy Stallings:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely Public Administration's Final Exam: A Pragmatist Restructuring of
the Profession and the Discipline. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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