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The nine short stories in this collection by distinguished Osage author John Joseph Mathews are sure to be
recognized as classics of twentieth-century nature writing and the wildlife conservation movement. The
characters in Old Three Toes and Other Tales of Survival and Extinction are coyotes, mountain lions, deer,
owls, sandhill cranes, prairie chickens—and human beings, who sometimes kill their prey but are often
outsmarted by the largest and smallest animals.

Mathews shows us the world through the animals’ eyes and ears and noses. His convincing portrayals of
their intelligence recall the fiction of Jack London and Ernest Thompson Seton. Like these literary ancestors,
Mathews originally intended his nature stories for boys, but the stories transcend boundaries of age, gender,
and geography. Mathews writes not just to inspire his readers with nature’s beauty but also to demonstrate
the interrelatedness of humans, animals, and the landscapes in which they interact. Timely and relevant to
discussions of ecology and the environment, his stories will reach a wide audience today, more than fifty
years after they were written.

These stories show Mathews’s ability to write precise descriptions—of a coyote catching a field mouse, a
crane eating a frog, a mountain lion playing. A hunter himself, Mathews understood both the animals’
readiness to fight and man’s instinct to survive. And he let readers share the dignity of the animal characters
and their refusal to acquiesce to their own extinction, particularly in the face of human ignorance and
carelessness.

Susan Kalter’s afterword provides a poignant portrait of Mathews and traces the inspirations for the short
stories in this collection. Thoughtfully annotated, these stories are the only published examples of Mathews’s
hitherto unknown short fiction and will add to his stature as an important American Indian writer.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Old Three
Toes and Other Tales of Survival and Extinction (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series)?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Adam Gutierrez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be learn. Old
Three Toes and Other Tales of Survival and Extinction (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies
Series) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Johnny Relyea:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Old Three Toes and Other Tales of
Survival and Extinction (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) can be the solution, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Richard Mason:

You can obtain this Old Three Toes and Other Tales of Survival and Extinction (American Indian Literature
and Critical Studies Series) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply
by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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