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Memorylands is an original and fascinating investigation of the nature of heritage, memory and
understandings of the past in Europe today. It looks at how Europe has become a ’memoryland’ – littered
with material reminders of the past, such as museums, heritage sites and memorials; and at how this
‘memory phenomenon’ is related to the changing nature of identities – especially European, national and
cosmopolitan. In doing so, it provides new insights into how memory and the past are being performed and
reconfigured in Europe – and with what effects.

Drawing especially, though not exclusively, on cases, concepts and arguments from social and cultural
anthropology, Memorylands argues for a deeper and more nuanced understanding of the cultural assumptions
involved in relating to the past. It theorizes the various ways in which ‘materializations’ of identity work and
relates these to different forms of identification within Europe. The book also addresses questions of
methodology, including discussion of historical, ethnographic, interdisciplinary and innovative methods.
Through a wide-range of case-studies from across Europe, Sharon Macdonald argues that Europe is home to
a much greater range of ways of making the past present than is usually realized – and a greater range of
forms of ‘historical consciousness’. At the same time, however, she seeks to highlight what she calls ‘the
European memory complex’ – a repertoire of prevalent patterns in forms of recollection and ‘past
presencing’.

The examples in Memorylands are drawn from both the margins and metropolitan centres, from the
relatively small-scale and local, the national and the avant-garde. The book looks at pasts that are potentially
identity-disrupting – or ‘difficult’ – as well as those that affirm identities or offer possibilities for
transcending national identities or articulating more cosmopolitan futures. Topics covered include
authenticity, temporalities, embodiment, commodification, nostalgia and Ostalgie, the musealization of
everyday and folk-life, Holocaust commemoration and tourism, narratives of war, the heritage of Islam,
transnationalism, and the future of the past.

Memorylands is engagingly written and accessible to general readers as well as offering a new synthesis for
advanced researchers in memory and heritage studies. It is essential reading for those interested in identities,
memory, material culture, Europe, tourism and heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Jones:

This Memorylands: Heritage and Identity in Europe Today book is simply not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of Memorylands: Heritage and Identity in Europe Today without we recognize teach the one
who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Memorylands: Heritage
and Identity in Europe Today can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Memorylands: Heritage and
Identity in Europe Today having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Krystal Sutherland:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Memorylands: Heritage and Identity in Europe Today can be good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mark Gallegos:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book Memorylands: Heritage and Identity in Europe Today
it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high
quality.

Herbert Mikula:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see



colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Memorylands: Heritage and Identity in Europe Today can make you sense more
interested to read.
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