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This is the story of Richard Longfield Vowell, an audacious and intrepid young English adventurer who
abandoned his studies at Oxford in 1817 to fight against the Spanish Empire that had ruled Latin America for
300 years. It is also the story of the little known British Legion, formed of English and Irish volunteers,
which became an integral part of Simón Bolívar’s patriot army. The British Legion played a crucial role in
training the patriot forces to face Spanish troops battle-hardened in the Peninsular Wars.

With the words ‘Liberty or Death!’ emblazoned on a black banner, Bolívar set out to liberate Venezuela, and
indeed, South America. For the bold and the idealistic, his quest was the stuff of dreams, and in England,
there had never before been such intense interest in the destiny of the Spanish colonies. Bolívar’s exploits
were reported assiduously in the English press, so much so that the Spanish authorities called it ‘a South
American mania.’

Bolívar lacked a modern army and with England awash with officers and soldiers demobilized from the
Peninsular Wars, he took the opportunity to obtain campaign-seasoned fighting men. So it was that in distant
Venezuela, Vowell and fewer than 2,000 other British volunteers, distinguished themselves in battle.

In Chile, there was a desperate need for a navy to counter Spanish warships and so Bernardo O’Higgins
sought British officers to help form the celebrated First Chilean Squadron. Richard Vowell was recruited by
the British naval hero, Admiral Lord Thomas Cochrane, to sail with the Chilean Squadron, and he became
Commander of the Infantry Marines. He took part in the final naval battle that vanquished forever the
Spanish Navy in the Americas.

After the wars in Latin America ended, Vowell returned to England and wrote a seminal book on the
campaigns in Venezuela, New Grenada and the Pacific Ocean. Though not well known in the English-
speaking world, he is considered to be a heroic figure and an insightful historian among Latin American
scholars who frequently cite his work.

This important first biography is based on extensive research undertaken in three continents. It uncovers
information previously unknown about Vowell’s exciting life and daring exploits – from his birth in a
genteel English country town, to his campaigns in the far-off Americas, and to his period in the harsh
landscape of Australia, where he confronted another empire and was subsequently and unjustly imprisoned
on a remote Pacific island from which he made a dramatic escape.

This absorbing account sheds light on a lost but fascinating episode of British endeavor and valor and its
contribution to the shaping of the modern Americas.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Lopez:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Liberty or Death!: The Life and
Campaigns of Richard L. Vowell: British Legionnnaire and Commander - Hero and Patriot of the Americas
book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Gerald Warfield:

This book untitled Liberty or Death!: The Life and Campaigns of Richard L. Vowell: British Legionnnaire
and Commander - Hero and Patriot of the Americas to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone.
So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Michael Pabon:

This Liberty or Death!: The Life and Campaigns of Richard L. Vowell: British Legionnnaire and
Commander - Hero and Patriot of the Americas is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Liberty or Death!: The Life and
Campaigns of Richard L. Vowell: British Legionnnaire and Commander - Hero and Patriot of the Americas
can be the light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Henry Stehle:

You can get this Liberty or Death!: The Life and Campaigns of Richard L. Vowell: British Legionnnaire and
Commander - Hero and Patriot of the Americas by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what



your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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