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Based on the accounts of midwives, their descendants, and the women they served, "In the Way of Our
Grandmothers" tells of the midwife's trade--her principles, traditions, and skills--and of the competing
medical profession's successful program to systematically destroy the practice.

The rural South was one of the last strongholds of the traditional "granny" midwife. Whether she came by
her trade through individual choice or inherited a practice from an older relative, a woman who accepted the
"call" of midwife launched a lifelong vocation of public service. While the profession was arduous, it had
numerous rewards. Midwives assumed positions of leadership within their communities, were able to define
themselves and their actions on their own terms, and derived a great sense of pride and satisfaction from
performing a much-loved job.

Despite national statistics that placed midwives above all other attendants in low childbirth mortality,
Florida's state health experts began in the early twentieth century to view the craft as a menace to public
health. Efforts to regulate midwives through education and licensing were part of a long-term plan to replace
them with modern medical and hospital services. Eager to demonstrate their good will and common interest,
most midwives complied with the increasingly restrictive rules imposed by the state, unknowingly
contributing to the demise of their own profession.

The recent interest of the youthful middle class in home birth methods has been accompanied by a
rediscovery of the midwife's craft. Yet the new midwifery represents the state's successful attainment of a
long-awaited goal: the replacement of the traditional lay midwife with the modern nurse-midwife. "In the
Way of Our Grandmothers" provides a voice for the few women in the South who still remember the earlier
trade--one that evolved organically from the needs of women and existed outside the realms of men.
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From reader reviews:

Tina Olsen:

This In the Way of Our Grandmothers: A Cultural View of Twentieth-Century Midwifery in Florida book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper
you actually read a lot of information you will get. That In the Way of Our Grandmothers: A Cultural View
of Twentieth-Century Midwifery in Florida without we understand teach the one who looking at it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry In the Way of Our Grandmothers: A Cultural
View of Twentieth-Century Midwifery in Florida can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This In the Way of Our
Grandmothers: A Cultural View of Twentieth-Century Midwifery in Florida having excellent arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Benjamin King:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you looking at a
book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the personas do it anything.
Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this In the Way of Our
Grandmothers: A Cultural View of Twentieth-Century Midwifery in Florida, you can tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
book.

Dominic Maddock:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This In the Way of Our Grandmothers: A Cultural
View of Twentieth-Century Midwifery in Florida can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Marilyn Perez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your



book? Or just trying to find the In the Way of Our Grandmothers: A Cultural View of Twentieth-Century
Midwifery in Florida when you desired it?
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